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MESSAGE FROM THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT. 


Most Members will receive this issue of the Magazine at the Federal Rally and following Charles 
Wright's original and unusual suggestion we have included the Menu for the Forma! Dinner in the 
centre pages. Charles who has been producing and editing the magazine, and in some cases wri- 
ting and drawing the articles, will in future issues have the assistance of David Vinall and Jim 
Thomson and I thank these young stalwarts for accepting yet another task after their untiring ef- 
forts on the planning and organising of the Rally. 

As a matter of fact all the members of the South Australian Branch Committee have shared the 
load of extra work which is inevitable when a State becomes the Host for a Federal Rally, and 
my duties as Federal President have been made much easier and I must say very enjoyable be- 
cause of the willing assistance | have received. 

All members will be pleased to learn that Jack Vidler has recovered from his recent illness and 
will Se with us during the Mildura weekend. It is pleasing also to anticipate the pleasure of 
having Mr. Ken Wright, the General Manager of Rolls-Royce Australia, at Mildura and I extend 
to him a welcome from us all, and trust that he and for that matter everyone attending the Rally 
has a "Rolls-Royce" weekend. 

Eric R. Rainsford. 
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“ELEGANCE” by Gavin Sandford-Morgan 

I once had the temerity to differ on this subject 
with our Editor who has, therefore, directed that 
I should submit in writing my definition of the 
word "Elegance" as it applies to motor cars in 
general, and Rolls-Royce motor cars in parti- 
cular. 

My first thoughts were that this instruction 
was a fairly simple and straight forward one to 
fulfil, but, on reflection, I could not help but 
be reminded of Dr. Johnson's reply when asked 
to define poetry - "Why, sir, it is much easier 
to say what it is not. We all KNOW what light 
is but it is not easy to say what it is." 

Seeing that Dr. Johnson had surmounted a 
somewhat similar problem of definition, I felt 
that I could not do better than to turn to him for 
a definition of Elegance. I therefore referred to 
my 1818 Edition of "A Dictionary of the English 
Language; together with A History of the Lang- 
uage, and an English Grammar" by Samuel 
Johnson, LL.D. 

I always enjoy having an excuse for referring 
to the learned Doctor, since apart from the fas- 


niceties have also been correctly handled. 

In preparing such a set of Judging Rules, I 
therefore feel it is essential for points to be inclu- 
ded for the relative elegance of any car presen- 
ted. While I have nothing but praise and com- 
mendation for the car which is beautifully pre- 
sented, clean and shiny in all the seen and un- 
seen places, I cannot agree that an ugly car, or 
a car which has a heavy look, or which lacks vi- 
sual appeal through bad lines, poor proportions 
or clumsy detail should rank higher in the final 
results than a genuinely pretty car. The latter 
must also, of course, be well presented even 
though it may not be quite so shiny in its hidden 
nooks and crannies. 

In helping to produce these Judging Rules, | 
therefore recommended that a number of points 
be allotted for "Elegance", the assessment of 
such elegance being naturally left to the Judges. 
This meant, of course, that there would be plen- 
ty of variation depending on the opinion, out- 
look, and appreciation of each individual judge, 
but in order to give some guidance, it was nec- 
essary to include a definition of Elegance in the 


cinating side-tracks I find myself led down, while list of recommendations and explanations to the 


looking for the word I actually want, I find that 
Dr. Johnson always gives me a pleasantly wide 
variety of definitions and interpretations. This 
means that I can select the meaning which suits 
me best, depending on the point I am trying to 
make or prove. 

His first definition is "Beauty rather soothing 
than striking". That gets close to my interpre- 
tation, but still does not quite satisfy it, so I 
move on to the next interpretation. 

Ah, here we have it. "Beauty without grand- 


eur". Yes there I think we have it - a beautiful- 
ly succinct definition. In fact, an elegant def- 
inition. 


Well, there you are Charles. My definition 
of Elegance is "Beauty without grandeur". It 
seems unnecessary to say anything further. 

However, since I know that Charles often has 
odd-shaped comers to fill in "Praeclarum", I 
may as well go on, partly because the piece I 
have already written may not fit into this par- 
ticular odd-shaped corner, and partly because I 
find that I have not defined Elegance as applica- 
ble to Rolls-Royce motor cars. 

Several years ago I was involved in the pro- 
duction of a set of Judging Rules for what we in- 
correctly term our "Concours d'Elegance" at the 
Annual Federal Rally. I say incorrectly since a 
true motoring Concours d'Elegance conjures up 
in my mind a group of beautifully dressed men 
and women seated in the shade at a long table 
on the Promenade at Cannes or Nice, while be- 
fore them is paraded a succession of beautiful 
motor cars driven and presented by equally beau- 
tiful women. 


judges. 

I therefore turned to my Scottish friend Mr. 
Chambers, to see what he had to say in his Dic- 
tionary. His definition of "Elegant" is "Pleasing 
to good or fastidious taste: graceful: neat: re- 
fined." This is good, but I still think Dr. John- 
son is better. I find his "Beauty without 
grandeur" most satisfying. 

Perhaps before we finally leave Dr. Johnson 
we should also find out what he has to say about 
grandeur. At first he says, "Splendour of appear- 
ance; magnificence." This could be rather 
confusing, but then he goes on to say "Greatness, 
as opposed to minuteness". In this case, he is 
obviously referring to size. 

Now here | think we have one of the essentials 
in my interpretation of Elegance, in that to me 
for something to be Elegant it has to be excel- 
lently proportioned, with slim lines, fine rather 
than orate detail, and sparing in the use of 
adornment or ornamentation. 

To refer back to Dr. Johnson again, his fur- 
ther definitions of Elegance include "Pleasing by 
minutet beauties - nice, not coarse, not gross". 

I would also add that to me for something to 
be truly elegant, it must not err on the side of 
starkness, or have an excess of that clinical 
Scandinavian quality. It must still retain soft- 
ness to give subtle accent to its line and propor- 
tions, rather than to thrust them at one too pug- 
naciously . 

Does this mean, then, that in my opinion a 
large Rolls-Royce cannot be elegant? No, I 
don't think soe Everything is relative, and in 
comparing one large Rolls-Royce with another 


The Judges in this case are evaluating the com-one of similar size and type, I think one or both 


bined visual elegance of the ensemble created 
by the beautiful woman and the beautiful car. 
They don't really care whether the underside of 
the floor boards has been french polished or not, 
or whether the split pins are nickel or chromium 
plated. If the whole ensemble is sufficiently el- 
egant, then they naturally assume that the minor 


Yn 


can stiJl be elegant even though the same car 
could have a quulity of grandeur or magnificence 
when compared with a smaller or simpler type of 
Rolls-Royce. 

One large Rolls-Royce may fail to be elegant 
because its mudguards seem to heavy, the lines of 
its tuil are out of proportion, its roof line is too 


PRAECLARVM. 
high, or some similar reason, while another car 
of the same type, while being equally large in 
overall dimensions, may attain an elegance con. 
ferred on it by a more skilful hand and eye. 

Examples of elegance? I can think of many, 
some simple, some complicated. However, 
amongst the best examples of what I consider to 
be elegant are some fo the horse-drawn vehicles 
of the late Georgian era, with the simple grace- 
ful lines of their bodies, the slim, spare propor- 
tions of their wheels, their long tapering shafts, 
and the restrained and refined ornamentation. 

To me, they do indeed have beauty without 
grandeur. 

In the case of motor cars, it is probably 
easier for a smaller one to appear truly elegant 
than a larger one, since I believe true elegance 
implies a certain quality of smallness and neat- 
ness. 

However, even though a large car may have 
an elegance which is essentially masculine, so 
that it is handsome rather than pretty, the pre- 
servation of good proportion and line by its de- 
signer, with careful and sympathetic attention 
to detail, can often retain much of this elusive 
feminine quality, even in the elegance of a 
really large car. 

More examples? Very well then, I feel 
that it is easier for an early Silver Ghost to be 
truly elegant, since its comparative simplicity 
retains a crispness which is harder to achieve in 
later styles. This impression is aided immense- 
ly by the large diameter wheels with small sec- 
tion tyres and relatively slender spokes, all of 
which helps to retain the delicacy of the Geor- 
gian horse-drawn vehicle. 

I could doubtless drift on, thinking out aloud 
on this appealing and very personal subject. 

But then excess is inelegant. 


A tine elegant touring body an a New Phantom Chassis 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS of Barrie Gillings. 
The following guide to spectators is handed to the members of the curious throngs which tend to 
surround Barrie's 1930 Phantom II Hooper Landaulet de Ville or his 1910 Silver Ghost ch no 1492, 


1. Thou shalt not bear false witness and say 
"My grandfather used to make these". 

2. Thou shalt not enquire, "How many miles 
to the gallon do you get?" 

3. Thou shalt not declaim within the hear- 
ing of any mortal being, "It's a Rolls Can- 
ardly, rolls down one hill and can hardly get 
up the next . 

4. Thou shalt not claim friendship with the 
acquaintance of the man with whom the RR 
company exchanged a new car for his old 
one "that they needed for their museum". 

5. Thou shalt not offer monies for purchase 
humourously in small amounts or seriously in 
larger amounts except where aforesaid 
amounts are ridiculously large and in cash. 


6. Thou shalt not enquire whether the engine 
be yet sealed, as it was never thus. 

7. Thou shalt not fiddle with the mechanisms, 
and never, no matter how great the temptation, 
sound the horn. 

8. Thou shalt not leave that messy kid stuff on 
windows, nor fingermarks on body, neither shalt 
thou permit thy offspring to approach the vehi- 
cle while brandishing Mr. Whippys and other 
divers confections. 

9. The mascot is not silver, therefore covet it not. 
10. If thou knowest of some ancient vehicle 

in some forgotten coach house, thou shalt in- 
form this person, keeping the knowledge from 
all others so long as ye shal] live, and at 

least until this person has thoroughly investi- 
gated the situation. 


#m The author's elegant Phantom I Limousine de Ville. 
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AS IT IS NOW ... 

the Continuing Siory of S.G. 1388. 

"As it was in the beginning" was the title of 
the first part of this story and that referred 
to the restoration by Laurence Vinal! of the 
work of the Master's hands. 

Members have asked why the body is not 
also as it was in the beginning. Let it first 
be said that no one wishes this more deeply 
than Laurie. He has searched most diligent- 
ly for any trace of the original body. It has 
entirely gone. Even if he did not have the 
principle that it is much better to have an 
original veteran body than to make a repli- 
ca of the original body, it is not possible to 
make a satisfactory veteran limousine lan- 
daulet body from a snapshot photograph. 
The experience and designing genius of two 
centuries of British carriage building is not 
to be so easily reproduced. The result 
would have been another pathetic attempt 
unworthy of the chassis which carries it. 

Better to have on his beloved chassis a 
body style, true and authentic and close to 
his heart: the superb tulip tonneau with a 
measure of the dash which still means a 
lot to a "30/98" owner from the early years 
of sporting cars. 

You appreciate that this is a substantial - 
ly original veteran body? When you bolt a 
pair of matching tulip seats on a chassis 
you have a body. 

The seats are from separate bodies but 
they are a perfect match. The front seat 
still had its original paint of alternative 
black and green stripes separated by fine 
cream lines - some veteran psychedelic 
paintwork. The first thing was to make 
sure they were in exactly the right place 
on the chassis. As the mudguards and the 
doors need to be varied to suit the overall 
effect, they had to be constructed in 
building board and cardboard. All the 
time the effect was viewed from various 
angles and from above and below, inside 
the workshop and out in the open, and the 
results were continuously compared with 
the Barker in the 1910 catalogue. 

When after numberless changes, at 
last the result was acceptable to the de- 
sign committee (Laurie's family with vari- 
ous friends as associate members), the con- 
version to the real thing began, and of 
course, the making of the various acces- 
sory things which are such a delight on 
this car. 

In the design the seats are positioned not 
too far apart to preserve a somewhat sport- 
ing character. As the design link between 
the two seats is the door, this had to be 
planned with great care. The top is curved 
to transfer the line in profile, and the way 
its surface curves on its wooden forms must 
complement the shape of the seats. There 


Opposite: The Body on Lawrence Vinall's 
1910 Silver Ghost 1388 


was a great deal of trial and correction here 
within the limits imposed by the hinge and 
catch posts which are part of the seats. 

The Vinall family decided that curved 
front mudguards would be more pleasing to 
the eye on this particular body style than 
the often favoured "straight" ones. After 
much time and study, a curve was devel - 
oped which beings at the front from a point 
on the centre line of the head lamps and 
slightly ahead of them, then rises to be 
level with the radiator and then drops down 
tautly to the running board. Wired edging 
at right angles to the tops of the guards 
gives a purposeful look, and strength besides. 
The rear mudguards have a rather gay sweep 
of pronounced curves in the style of the 
Barker prototype. 

The colour scheme is dark blue paint 
meticulously nmbbed down and polished, 
and finished with coach varnish. It is 
picked out sparingly with a dark red line, 
sparingly because the natural lines of the 
body did not need any embellishment. 
Leather is black grained hide deeply but- 
toned. Woodwork - the windscreen frame, 
the drawers under the seats, the battery 
and accessory boxes on the running boards 
and the capping of the doors are closely 
matched polished timbers. The floor 
boards in the front and the running boards 
are covered with embossed aluminium 
(which can still be obtained), and this, 
with the unpainted aluminium dash and 
the delightful nickled lamps and other 
metal jewellery adds unity to the design. 
The carpet in the back is deep red with 
black leather binding. 

The oil side lamps and the matched 
Lucas back lamps are from the Vinall col- 
lection. The front acetylene lamps are 
exactly as on the original car,Laurie had 
searched the world for such a pair without 
any success, when one day, a local Mem- 
ber said, "I have a pair like that you can 
have." - another point scored for authen- 
ticity. This was Dr. Chris Lawrie whose 
wife Teena's Grandfather was the original 
owner of the car! 

For a little while, the car could be seen 
dashing about (and it does dash about quite 
sportingly ) on fine days without a hood. 
Then it received its hood which 
nished wooden bows with nickled fittings. 
These fittings were painstakingly fashioned 
from those on another veteran car, and the 
fina] result as you may see is quite in keep- 
ing with the rest of the car, and some think 
it looks just as good with the hood up as 


down. ; 
Either way, it is very doubtful if a better 


veteran car than this will ever be seen. 
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THE (BLACK) PLUMES OF MON ONCLE. 

A stirring sight: a file of sleek imperial lim- 
ousines belting down the freeway with head 
lights blazing in the bright sunshine, led by 
motorcycle escorts of a detective agency. 
Funerals were not always so, even in Texas 
or California. 


The mourners had up to four yards of 
black ribbon tied to their hats and as many as 
possible wore black scarves and gloves - all 
to be hired from the undertaker. 

Much could be said of wakes and the like, 
but it would be indelicate to intrude on the 
personal sorrow of the relatives and the means 


Now, in years far gone by... Take the 
English Top People's Funeral. Hire a hundred 
worthy men and women, sober them up and 
march them ahead of the bier with 


rosemary mutely sorrowful or actively wailing. 


Active wailing cost more, naturally. This 
was the English way. The Relatives kept a 
stiff upper lip and paid those who needed the 
money to show emotion. The whole show 
cost hundreds of pounds and this is what is 
called noblesse oblige. 

Then there was the Early Victorian Funer- 
al. Emotion was displayed by hired mutes 
partly filled with gin, who could be relied on 
then to snivel convincingly. If they had to be 
borne back prostrate on the empty hearse, this 
was only because they were tired - and partly 
filled with gin. There were also feather 
pages, old gentlemen who carried boards 
studded with black ostrich plumes held above 
their heads. The hearse and the horses were 
also adorned with plumes, though in time the 
horses came to be spared this as the RSPCA 
considered they got to be too heavy in the 
wet. 
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they used to drown it, nor need we concem 
ourselves with the many bizarre and often com- 
mercialised burial customs, but let us recall 
the funerals of a gracious era not so very long 
ago. 


Perhaps it was just before the Kaiser's war 
that the motor car began to invade where all 
had been on foot except the deceased. When 
this happened, a Rolls-Royce hearse at once 
became the best you could have, replacing 
with its grave-like silence the sad measured 
cadence of the slow stepping horses. Rolls- 
Royce coachwork being what it was, the mag- 
nificence left nothing to be desired, even by 
the passenger who was having his last (and 
most likely his first) ride in a Rolls-Royce. 
The effect of opulence was not marred, rather 
was it enhanced by the less noble vehicles of 
the rank and file mourners, which emitted 
smoke, smell and noise. * It would have 
been more elegant to have had none of these 
lesser vehicles, but who could afford a fun- 
eral consisting of nothing but Rolls-Royce 
from beginning to end? 

Except the Top People and they were by 
then probably following the new fashion of 
Private Funerals. 


*This refers to the vehicles, of course. 
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MORE VINTAGE BILL FLEMING — 
Falling Oil Pressure in the Silver Ghost. 


Oil pressure will fall if there is not enough 
oil in the engine. To find if this is so, Sir 
Henry fashioned a tap which when turned ON 
allows a saucer of oil to fall on the ground 
when the sump is empty and a torrent when it 
is full. 

As the tap is on the left and the oil filling 
pipe is on the right, there are certain prob- 
lems. Sir Henry obviously visualised the 
Owner taking tea on the lawn while down in 
the motor house, the chauffeur poured in oil 
and the footman squatted strategically with 
one hand on the tap. With our egalitarian 
society, the situation is different. On arrival 
at the service station, one tums the mascot, 
opens the bonnet, mounts the running board 
and straddles the spare wheel, removes the 
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oil tiller lid, inserts the funnel and turns to 
the attendant for the oil bottle. He mean- 
while is at the other end of the car, head 
down, peering underneath and saying: "Jees. 
Look at them springs. " 

When one gets the oil from him, he will 
watch fascinated as one pours a little in and 
then goes around to the other side and checks 
with the tap. The next step, after having ex- 
plained to him what one is doing, and agreed 
with him that it is an extraordinary system, but 
yes the tap is very well made, and yes the 
tyres are hard to obtain, is to accept his offer 
to operate the tap and turn it OFF when the 
oil begins to flow out. So one returns to the 
other side, re-mounts the running board and 
starts pouring again, waiting for the call to 
stop. A surprising time will elapse, follow- 
ed by a noise as of running water, and then 
an anguished cry: "Cripes, she's overflowed. " 
For, by this time, his attentions will have 
wandered to explore the eternal mysteries of a 
separate grea box or some other such marvel. 
I wonder how many people have slithered to 
their doom in the ponds we have left behind 


on the concrete of service station slabs. 

The other method of refilling with oil is 
from the one and one-eighth gallon auxiliary 
oi] tank mounted on the left hand chassis rail. 
It is difficult to fill as one of the spare wheels 
is normally mounted outside it, and com- 
monly the pressure in the sump will not allow 
oi! to flow freely from it. Sir Henry discov- 
ered this with Adrian Garrett's car and so 
later ones had provision to pressurise this tank 
by means of the tyre pump. Rolls-Royce 
owners, as opposed to the chauffeurs being 
essentially an idle lot, the tendency when re- 
plenishing the oil by this method is to say, 
"It's not worth getting the pump out. I'll 
just tum the tap on and let the oil flow in." 
At this stage friends invariably drop by and 
the result is nearly one and one eighth sticky 
gallons all over the motor house floor. If the 


owner were doing this on the back lawn, the 
next step is to leave for foreign parts. 


"Cripes, she's overflowed" 


LEARN HINTS - continued 


For making the Changedown as he is call, 
it is necessary to push with the left-hand foot, 
and to make revelry with the right. After this 
take gearstock from Maximo and leave him in 
Neuter while you make like the soldier, left- 
right, left-right with the feets the same as 
blow harmonium. If you do correctness, gear- 
stock enters Swiftly with no noise. If you do 
wrong he growl. This is called Trouble- 
Clutching. Practising makes perfection for 
the driver, but less better for the gear-chest. 
More better you hire a car for this learning. 

Now think you to these explications in 
nontechnic jargon must the young autoist by 
now be in full possessions of all he need for be 
the utter roadster. One importantness on 
which to shut. Do not be confusing yourself 
with the feets or with the hands, for the 
englisch roadster is narrowmindedness. 
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HOOPER 6 CO 


(COACH BUILDERS) LTD 


RETAILERS OF BENTLEY, DAIMLER & ROLLS ROYCE CARS 


BY APPOINTMENT 


BY APPOINTMENT 


TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
COACH@UILOERS & MOTOR BODY BUILDERS 


TO HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH 


THE QUEEN MOTHER 
MOTOR BODY BUILDERS 


MR. JOHN BULL. 


Articles for Praeclarum are usually obtained by 
persuasion. This varies from quite gentle per- 
suasion to merciless pressure. The article by 
Mr. Bull which follows fell as it were into the 
editorial lap. 

Many readers would have heard of Mr. 
Osmond Rivers whildom Chief Designer of 
Hoopers? Well, an editorial approach was 
made to him. He graciously promised an ar- 
ticle and mentioned that he had supplied in- 
formation, drawings and many photographs to 
a Mr. John Bull of Adelaide who was preparing 
what appeared to be an excellent article for 
the Rolls-Royce Owner's Magazine. This was 
puzzling but welcome news so the thing to do 
was to wait until this unknown person brought 
himself into the editorial ken. 

The next thing was that Graeme Soderland 
telephoned from Sydney with a sort of disap- 
pointed excitement. The article had been 
Graeme's "London & Derby" Newsletter, but 
he couldn't use it or more precisely, he was 
not able to reproduce the pictures on his ges- 
tetner. So they and Mr. Bull appeared. Mr. 
Bull is a tall dark and handsome young man 
who is built rather like a Rugby full-back with 
hands as strong as a professional wrestler. To 
one who knows many artists he did not look at 
all like one, especially one who could draw 
such exquisite pictures. But there is no doubt 
that he does. At one point in the interview, 
he illustrated a point by making one before the 
slightly boggling editorial eyes. It is a quite 
remarkable way of drawing. He begins at 
one end of the motor car and draws a bumper 
overrider and then gently draws in a bumper 
bar, then begins on a mudguard and flows on 
to a headlamp. Then a radiator is conjured 
out of nothing, the bonnet is drawn in, the 
scuttle, the windscreen, the front top of the 
body. Then back to that front mudguard and 
draw in with deft gentle touches a nice round 
whe :] with a tyre and hubcap and whatever; 
ana so on until all is in place and all IS in 
place - exactly. It is almost as if the drawing 
was there all the time and Mr. Bull made it 
visible to our eyes by gently touching the 
paper with a wand which looks like a ball- 
point pen. 

Mr. Bull is not a professional artist. He 
can draw cars like this because he is gifted 
and has been drawing classic-bodied motor cars 
for a long time. 


60. 


HOOPERS — ROYAL COACH BUILDERS. 
by John Bull, 


I have always considered that the most fascin- 
ating post-war examples of the coachbuilding 
art have been the creations of Hooper and Com- 
pany (Coach Builders) Ltd. Though familiar 
with most of the post-war Hooper designs, in 
order to gain further information, especially 
in regard to special or "one-off" products of 
this Company, I wroteto Mr. Osmond F. 
Rivers of London who was Chief Designer and 
a Director of Hoopers at the time of its demise 
in 1959. Mr. Rivers and I have now exchang- 
ed quite a lot of letters and he has been pains- 
takingly helpful in providing detailed infor- 
mation, including the selection of a large 
number of photographs. These now form a 
valuable collection, each being captioned and 
signed by the brilliant designer. 

Osmond Rivers spent his whole working 
life at Hoopers, from 1919 until December 
1959, commencing as a draughtsman, then 
becoming Chief Draughtsman, Chief Design- 
er, and finally a Director. During this 
time he was responsible for the design of 
cars for Heads of State of most countries of 
the world as well as for other well known fig- 
ures. The exotic Daimlers, including the 
famous "Gold Cars", which were exhibited 
at the Earls Court Motor Shows during the 
1950's were designed by Mr. Rivers for Sir 
Bernard and Lady Docker. He was also re- 
sponsible for the difficult and important task 
of reconditioning the State Coach for the 
Coronation. This, he says is a story in itself! 
In 1960, a Hooper design was built by Henri 
Chapron of Paris on a Phantom V chassis for 
Mr. Marty Martin of Beverly Hills California. 
The car, costing some 54,000 U.S. dollars, 
was made under Mr. River's direction and 
he "commuted" to Paris every six weeks or 
so in that year. Last year he spent some 
time with Chapron as a consultant on a 
project on a 600 Mercedes for an old Hooper 
customer. 

Hoopers celebrated their 150th anniversary 
in 1957. In 1807 George Adams and George 
Hooper established a coachbuilding business 
in the Haymarket London. Adams and Hoop- 
er were granted their first Royal Warrant in 
1830 an honour which they held without inter- 
ruption until 1959. In about 1846 Hooper 
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bought out Adams. The name became Hoop- 
er and Company, then Hooper and Company 
Ltd. and finally in the early 1920's Hooper 

& Company (Coachbuilders) Ltd. 

On November 14 1896 an Act of Parliament 
allowed horseless carriages access to the roads 
of England. A sudden demand for bodies on 
motor chassis resulted and Hoopers quickly ad- 
apted to this new and lucrative business. In 
the same year the showrooms and offices were 
moved to 54 St. James's St., Piccadilly, 
$.W.1, and the works were moved to 77 Kings 
Road, Chelsea. Additional workshops were 
established in 1908 at The Ring, Blackfriars 
Road, London. These were closed in 191. 

The motor body business flourished and the 
Company's reputation for workmanship of great 
strength, luxury and beauty was of the highest 
order. However, Hoopers still continued to 
build and maintain coaches and carriages for 
occasions of State. The State Landau was pre- 
pared for Queen Victoria's Jubilee in 1897. The 
Royal State Landau was built for Edward VII. 
In 1901 they renovated the fabulous gilt State 
Coach which had been designed and built under 
the supervision of Sir William Chambers for 
George Ill in 1761. The extensive work was 
carried out in seven days and Hoopers were al-~ 
ways responsible for its care after this. 

During the Great War, body production 
ceased and the company was engaged in air- 
craft production. Normal work resumed after 
the war. In 1933 the company moved to a big 
and modern factory at Western Avenue, Acton, 
W.3., but the Chelsea works were kept until 
1947. 

In November 1938 the famous old coach- 
building firm of Barkers went into liquidation 
and was purchased by Hoopers. For the purpose 
of building Barker bodies a new factory was 
built at Elveden Road, Willesden. Few bodies 
were built before World War II broke out and 
the new factory was given over to aircraft pro- 
duction. Hoopers concentrated on aircraft 
work throughout the war and were using five 
factories in all. During this period Osmond 
Rivers amongst other things was responsible 
for Security. The Elveden Road works were 
disposed of in 1954, aircraft work then being 
transferred to Acton. 

By 1950 Hooper and Company were pro- 
ducing the most modern of British Coachwork 
having developed a most distinctive and bold 
style of their own. These graceful cars fea- 
tured a long and flowing front wing which ex- 
tended to the tail of the car. The waistline 
broadened towards the rear and the rear wings 
were totally eliminated. Windscreens were 
generally curved. The first of these was a huge 
Daimler Straight Eight five-seater drophead 
coupe built in 1948, and the style was contin- 
ued and developed until Hooper production 
ceased .. Conventional bodies, most conser- 
vative in appearance, were also built, these 
being formal carriages on the Rolls-Royce 
Silver Wraith and Phantom IV and the Daimler 
Straight Eight. 

From 1950 onwards, all Hooper bodies were 


of all-metal construction, the framework being 
of aluminium alloy in extruded and cast form. 
Body panels were of aluminium hand beaten on 
wooden jigs. 

Towards the end of the second World War, 
Hoopers were taken over by the big B.S.A. - 
Daimler group. As the end of the 'fifties ap- 
proached, the parent company, after consider- 
ing all the factors good and bad which special- 
ist coachbuilders have to contend with, conclu- 
ded, there was little future or money in this 
class of work. The market was diminishing 
and the company was made aware of the fact 
that Rolls-Royce were developing a car of 
chassis-less construction. There was also a 
serious shortage of craftsmen expert in the 
coachbuilding art. Thus, very sadly, this 
great coachbuilding house, along with almost 
every other member of this once great and fa- 
mous British industry, has passed into oblivion. 

Hoopers exhibited their magnificent products 
for the last time at the Earls Court Motor Show 
in October 1959. Four cars were shown, all 
thoroughly modern and most? striking in appear- 
ance. There was a prototype Daimler 23- 
litre SP250 2-door G.T. Saloon finished in 
ivory, a two-tone metallic grey Bentley Con- 
tinental 4-door sports saloon, a silver metal- 
lic and black Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud long- 
wheel-base saloon with division (with automa- 
tic folding step to each rear door) and a vast 
Rolls-Royce Phantom V limousine finished 
appropriately in black. (Hooper sent me a 
drawing of this last car, Design No. 8569, 
in July 1959, which was before the Phantom V 
had been released! The caption on the back 
of the drawing used no model name, merely 
"Hooper 7-seater Limousine on Rolls-Royce 
Chassis". This could well be the first il- 
lustration of a PV to have reached Australia. ) 

The famous St. James's Street showrooms 
were closed on 30th September 1959 and the 
magnificent yellow dress coach, built by 
Hoopers for the Earl of Crewe, and which for 
many years had graced the showroom floor, 
went to America. On New Years Eve 1959, 
Hooper and Company (Coachbuilders) Ltd. 
closed down. 

The name, however, is not quite defunct. 
A small new company was formed, named 
Hooper (Motor Services) Ltd. at Kimberley Rd., 
Kilburn, N.W. 6. This concern, employing 
ex-Hooper & Co. personnel is engaged in the 
maintenance and repair of Hooper coachwork. 
They also carry out extensive modifications on 
existing standard production motor cars. Thus, 
the discriminating individualist may have his 
Mini-Minor, for example, fitted out with lux- 
urious pile carpeting, deeply upholstered top- 
quality hide seats, walnut fascia and window 
cappings, picnic tables, etc. etc. and perhaps, 
even sham caning added to the external lanels. 

Readers who are interested may like to read 
an article entitled "Carriage Forward - 1807 
to 1957" which was contained in "Tue Autocar" 
dated 19th April 1957 , and deals with the his- 
tory of Hoopers. My personal thanks are due 

to Mr. Rivers for his very great help. 
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SILVERSTONE SILVERSTONE 


A column out of another 'CAR' magazine. 
SILVERSTONE (The Worshipful Company 
of Throttle Benders annual thrash). 

«.+.-So the net effect is that if you try to steer 
this car through a long fast curve, it steers you 
instead and it was necessary to stop the rear 
wheels steering the car by taking deliberate 
steps to prevent the front ones from steering 
it. (Cor). 

With four gears fewer and lObhp more, the 
3.5 litre Rover suavely avoids being dragged 
into degrading comparison by being the sort 
of car which cannot be easily compared with 
anything. Once it could be thought of as a 
board room with the attributes of a motorcar, 
now it is a real motorcar with the attributes of 
a board room. 

There was at Silverstone one vehicle in 
which both these attributes were present in the 
fullest imaginable measure. This was the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, whose power output 
is probably not less than 250bhp although its 
makers would prefer us not to think about that. 
Their representative at Silverstone was more 
immediately concerned with what we thought 
about the low speed drive, for the nature of 
the day's activities had prompted them to 
raise the pressure in all the newly developed 
radial tyres by that margin which would be 
prudent in any car there present. They need 
not have worried; over the rough inner run- 
ways, the quality of the ride was by my stand- 
ards quite high enough . As for the quality of 
the construction, of the finish and of the inter- 
ior appointments, it was high enough by any 
standards. Always worthy of special examina- 
tion and comment are the electrics and instru- 
mentation of Rolls-Royce cars, most immed- 
iately noticeable to this driver of this Silver 
Shadow being the full electric control of the 
seat adjustments and the beautiful steady and 
so precisely legible speedometer whose point- 
er can be made to move with such surprising 
speed. 

Once the pointer had got beyond the 7Omph 
mark, the Rolls moved into top gear more or 
less regardless of what I did with the gearstick: 
but which ever way it was driven, fully auto- 
matically or with manual inhibition, it went 
very quickly. It refused to be flustered or to 
get out of hand and always came out of a cor- 
ner pointing the right way, with some road 
and some dignity still in reserve. 

There was another car there with about the 
same power, mustering 26Sbhp under a bonnet 
which remains one of the most emotion stir- 
ring in motoring - the E-type Jaguar, still 
after so many years, an incomparable because 
an apparently impossible achievement: a very 
fast car at a very fair price. The engine is 
fundamentally older than many people driving 
today, but still delivers a silk-swathed wallop 
that few European cars can match. It can 
whistle through Woodcote at a speed comfort- 
ably in excess of l0Omph, faster than anything 
else I drove that day. Other manufacturers, 
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please do not copy. It would be a pity if the 
E-type ceased to be unique." 

The writer is a young gentleman called 
LJK Setright, and when he writes like this, it 
would be a pity not to share him. 


SPENDING (REAL) MONEY ON CARS. 


There was a time, just for a little while when 
the motor car was a symbol of wealth, though 
its cost was never to be compared with cast- 
les, steam yachts or private railway carriages. 
Very quickly the domination of the roads by 
the touring cars and limousines of the weal- 
thy was challenged by the vehicles of the 
merely rich, and later by the working classes. 

At first it was a fact and later it became a 
pretence that the motor car had to be tended 
by a chauffeur, a groom, a footman and a 
mechanic, and there is no doubt that a motor 
house with 100 cars all tended on this scale 
was some indication of wealth. 

People have attempted to spend so much 
money on one vehicle that it became an ade- 
quate symbol of richness, notably their High- 
nesses the Indian Princes, some of whom were 
excessively wealthy by any standards, espec- 
ially by the standards of their gaping villagers. 
It is said that one Andrew Mellon spent $40,000 
on a car in America, and the Dockers more 
recently lavished more than $35,000 on a 
Daimler, and naturally, the story to cap it 
concems a Rolls-Royce, a Phantom V devel- 
oped by one Martin Martyn of Beverley Hills, 
Califomia. 

It has a black and beige body by Henri 
Chapron of Paris, so that it is described as 
having a French body and an English soul 
which is as close as any reasonable person 
could wish to come to perfection. There was 
an air-conditioned humidor for cigars, a three- 
band radio, controllable from each seat, in- 
dividual arm rests, and a locked compartment 
for the owner's binoculars on race day. Mrs. 
Martyn to dust off the bonnet uses a small 
dusting cloth sewn of matched mink skins. 
Mr. Martyn managed to spend $54, 000 on 
these things and this appears to be the most 
anyone has spent on one car in America. 

Agreeing that there is not the same scope 
for spending as there is in a steam yacht, ne- 
ver the less much more imagination could, 
and surely, should have been shown. Nothing 
of gold, no cut crystal, or rare silks and 
leathers, nothing; even the mink dusting 
cloth was "small" you noticed. Probably 
from a coat that needed shortening? And, 
who would have conceived of the Owner's 
Lady in the old days dusting the car, or 
anything at all, with anything. 

One wonders what the amount that would 
have been spent by some of the really compe- 
tent spenders of old would have been? 

As a footnote, one may mention that M. 
Chapron of Paris called in Mr. Osmond Rivers 
the head designer of Hoopers to explain how 
the car should be made - which looks no more 
French than any other of Hooper's design. 


We hope to have a picture of it in our next issue. 
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Previous winners are: 


1962 T. Bruce, 1925 20 Limousine GLK62. 
1963 F.M. Robinson, 1912 SG Tourer 1910E. 
1964 M. Markoff, 1928 20 GMTI1O. 

1965 C. Wright, 1938 PIII Limousine 3CM157. 
1966 D. Jones, 1920 SG Tourer 1SCW. 

1967 E. Rainsford, 1912 SG Tourer 1853E. 


CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE 

Awards are made for the cars which are 
judged to be best in the following six clas- 
ses: 1. Silver Ghost. 2. Phantom I, and 
Twenty. 3. 20/25, 25/30, and Wraith, 
also PIland PIII. 4. Silver Wraith, 
Dawn, Cloud and Shadéw. 5. Pre-war 
Bentley. 6. Post-war Bentley. From the 
winners of these classes, will be chosen the 
car-of-the-year: the overall Concours 
Winner. This car receives the special 
honour of a Gold Badge and its Owner is 
awarded the Principal Concours Trophy. 


TO MILDURA. THE 10TH ANNUAL RALLY. 
TOTALS OF CARS PRESENT AT FEDERAL RALLIES 


TOTAL g NSW 
RR+ B= _O RR+ B= 


# Vic & 
6) RR+ Beg 


The events are: 1. Ladies. Judging dis- 
tance. 2. Locating your car by hearing 


59 Wagga 9+ O= 5 | 7+ O the hom blown, a blindfold test against 

60 Wagga |16+ O 16) 9+ O the clock. 3. Free wheeling test. 

61 Wagga |30+ O= 30115+ O@ | 4. Blindfold parking test, with a navigator 

62 Mildura |39+ S= 39'12+ % 7 who has never guided you before. 

63 Wagga |34+ 8= 42/14+ 3= 3 Prizes for each event. 

64 Wagga |57+15= 72;19+ 6 6 zg 

65 Mildura '!534+19= 72! 94 S= 14)30+ 7=37/14+ 7=21| « 

66 Canberra 77+30= 107|142419= 61/31+ 961} 4+ 2= 6| Y GARAGING. 

67 Albury |70+27= 97 \23410= 33)/41+14=55| 6+ 3= 9|WA If parking is not available or is not suit- 
RR able at a particular hotel or motel, free 

68 Mildura 48423= 71 13+ 7= 20 23+11=34 9+ S=14 undercover shelter is available at Syd Mills 


PROGRAMME this year includes: - 

Friday June 7th, 2 p.m. at the Grand 
Hotel, the Annual Federal Council Meeting. 
Friday, June 7th, 7.30 p.m. Highland Bar 
Grand Hotel, Informal Get-together. 
Saturday, June 8th, 2 p.m. River Cruise 
on Paddle Steamer "Melbourne". 

Saturday, June 8th, 7.30 p.m. Wintersun 
Dining Hall the Informal Buffet Dinner. 
Sunday, June 9th, 10 a.m. assembly of 
cars in 7th Avenue, 11 a.m. Processional 
Drive to Redcliffs, 12.30 p.m. Barbecue 
Lunch, 2 p.m. Gymkhana. Judging of cars 
continues all day as required. 

Sunday, June 9th, 6.45 p.m. Pre-dinner 
Sherry, Langtree Lounge, Grand Hotel. 
7.30 p.m. Formal Dinner and Prize Giving, 
Grand Hotel. 

AGE AND AUTHENTICITY TROPHY. THE 
VIDLER SHIELD. 

This is a Perpetual Trophy presented to the 
Club by J. Vidler Esq. and is awarded to 
the Owner of the car which is judged to 
have the most original chassis, having re- 
gard to its age. Usually it has gone to 

cars which are very authentic AND very old. 


Motors - for the fourth Mildura Rally in 
succession. (Many Owners follow the cus- 
tom which has grown up of showing the 
Club's appreciation of this by filling their 
thirsty motor cars with his petrol. ) 


LIST OF CARS ENTERED. 
(The letters and figures immediately before 
the Body type refer to the Chassis Number) 
Mavis Bayley 1960 SCII STB100 Saloon 
Owen Bailey 1964 SCIII Saloon 
Tom Barr-Smith 1937 Bentley 4% B47KO 
Park Ward Pillarless Saloon' 
1954 Bentley R B2UM Saloon 
George Beacroft 1953 Bentley R BS9TO 
Saloon 
John Bellamy 1939 Wraith WEC 23 Halvorsen 
Tourer 
Ian Bemett 1935 PIf UK44 Thrupp Saloon 
1951 Dawn SDBS1 Saloon 
Owen Bourke 1954 Bentley R B98XF Saloon 
Owen Cameron 1923 20 76AB Ward Tourer 
Robert Craig 1938 PIII 3DEX202 Park Ward 
Sports Saloon 
Bill Cutts 1954 Bentley R B254WH Saloon 
David Davis 1922 20 42 GY Discon & 
Molyneux Tourer 
Ian Dodd 1952 Bentley R BC12A Mulliner 
Coupe 
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Fred Engish 1955 Bentley S BS6AN Saloon 

Bill Fagan 1939 PIII 3DL108 Windover Saloon 

Arch Ferguson 1929 PI Martin & King 
Limousine 

Tony Flint 1948 Bentley VI BI4ID2 Saloon 

Robert Forbes 1923 20 G742 Martin & King 
Saloon 

Harold Ganter 1924 SG 67AV Martin & 
King Saloon 

George Green 1952 Dawn Saloon 

Derek Hartley 1934 Bentley 33 U7BG Park 
Ward Drophead Coupe 

Robert Hawkes 1952 Dawn SFC66 Saloon 


David Holyoake 1947 Bentley VI Saloon 

David Jones 1920 SG 1SCW Barker Tourer 

John Joynes 1934 20/25 GXB81 Mulliner Saloon 

David Kenway 1954 Dawn SPG9 Saloon 

John Lackey 195} Bentley VI B24SLH Saloon 

Bob Lambkin 1924 20 GLK62 Windovers Lim- 
ousine 

Christ Laurie 1953 Dawn Saloon 

Alma Mair 1925 PI Martin & King Saloon 

Dennis Manley 91934 Bentley 34 B83BN 
Martin & King Drophead Coupe 

Percy Markham 1933 PII MW99 Sports Saloon 

Maurice Markoff 1956 Bentley BIOOAN Saloon 

Allan Martin 1957 Shadow 2345 Saloon 

James Matches 1937 PIII 3CP82 Mulliner Lim- 
ousine 

Graeme Miller 1935 Bentley 33 BSOEF Park 
Ward Saloon 

Gerald McKenna 20 GOK17 Martin & King 
Saloon 

John Nevell 1954 Bentley R Saloon 

Jack Old 1952 Bentley VI B346MD Saloon 

Mort Pearce 1962 Cloud SAE461 Saloon 

Gordon Pennington 1937 25/30 GRP74 Thrupp 
& Maberly Saloon 

Eric Rainsford 1912 SG 1853E Tourer 

1966 Shadow 1267 Saloon 

Max Rankin 1926 PI LCSO Jackson Jones & 
Collins 

Fred Miller Robinson 1912 SG 1910E London to 
Edinburgh Replica 

John Rolls 1953 Bentley R BLW78 Saloon 

Russell] Rolls 1939 Wraith WMB38 James Young 
Sports Saloon 

Clem Ryan 1957 Bentley Continental Mullin- 
er Saloon 

Bradley Ryrie 1952 Dawn SFC54 Saloon 

John Salter 1960 Bentley S2 B2SCT Saloon 

Harold Schurr 1929 PI Martin & King Saloon 

Peter Shaw 1951 Bentley VI B153H Saloon 

Don Sheil 1925 PI 1LRC Ward Jones Torpedo 
Tourer 

Frank Shield 1933 20/25 GWX75 Windover 
Limousine 

Peter Sim 1952 Bentley R Bl1O4RT Saloon 

Graeme Soderland 1928 20 GKM60 Barker 
Limousine 

Ted Spencer 1927 PI SINC Martin & King Saloon 

John Sproule 1926 20 GTK82 Ward Drophead 
Coupe 

Geoffrey Tait 1923 20 GA79 Agate Saloon 

Sybil Taplin 1937 25/30 GMO27 Martin & 
King Saloon 

Harry Thompson 1934 20/25 Martin & King 
Coupe 

Noel Tischler 1913 SG Tourer 
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Alex Tolmer 1965 Cloud tI SHS225 Saloon 

John Tyley 1955 Cloud I SVj81 Saloon 

Hal Venables 1936 PII] 3AZ204 Mulliner Sports 
Saloon 

Laurie Vinall 1910 SG 1388 Tourer 

Tony Ward 1950 Bentley VI B290EY Saloon 

Dare Watkins 1957 Bentley B61AP Saloon 

Eric Weber 1966 Shadow Saloon 

Leighton West 1936 PIII 3AB56 Thrupp & 
Maberly Sedanca de Ville 


Dorothy Wright 1921 SG 143AG Mulliner 
Tourer 


LEARN HINTS 
MORGAN. 
This is an extract from the English Language 
Instruction Manual for the little-known "Japan- 
ese Rolls-Royce" the Grand Imperial Pagoda 
Potentate. This very rare car featured such tech- 
nical novelties as bamboo connecting rods and a 
unique form of water wheel transmission. It 

was designed to run on Sake and intended for 
leading warlords who being unable to pronounce 
"Rolls-Royce", called the car "The Steel 

Horse with the Front of an English Pagoda". 


FROM GAVIN SANDFORD- 


LEARN HINTS FOR THE AUTOCONDUCTOR 
Firsting of all must make the driver to enter 
the wheel seat for the promenading. To each 
hand and feets the maker give knobs to do fast, 
slow, round and stopping. 

Figure to yourself that before you in the 
sightline positioned is the steerer. Turn him 
like the clock is Continental; turn him like 
the anticlock give England. Do not be confus- 
ing with this; it make the road accidented and 
despond the police. 

To the right side, where it sprout like a tree 
in the ground of the auto, comes the gearstock, 
made for accelerando and hillwork. It has 
four positions: Bass, middle, switty and maxi- 
mo. 

To starting motor is two ways: with the 
autocommencer button the dashed board, or 
winding manually at the front like an organ. 
If neither working you have not benzine, or 
the police have demobilised because you un- 
lock. 

When the motor going, recommence with 
lefthand foot, and pull sprightly the gearstock 
to Bass. Now you are like to go off. The 
speeder push by the right hand toe is for mak- 
ing fast, and giving more kilometres (miles). 
This is called revelry. With the most revelry 
in Bass push left hand foot and move gearstock 
to middle and repeat after revelry with Swifty. 
Maximo goes the pace. He makes the mnning 
but is no climber. 

With indigesting this chapter knows now 
the new conductor how to offset, but how he 
is stopping is still a shut book. It is a peril 
that he should not know till now how he is 
to come to his rest. 

On the ground odf the auto lies three 
knobs. Two of them have already got fami- 
liar, viz., the speederpush for making fast 
and the other for Troubleclutching. Lives 
also the feetsbrakepush. Kick him and you 
slow both up and down. You make also when 
wishing the Fullstop. Continued on Page 59. 
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SUPERCHARGING MERLINS by Jim Cooper. 


During a Club Exhibition in Melbourne some 
years ago, Rolls-Royce of Australia Ltd. 
kindly provided a Merlin Engine. These are 
some of the things Jack Vidler told me in the 
course of a fascinating half hour. 

The brake horse power in the earliest Mer- 
lins was around 830 and it was trebled in the 
years of its development to about 2500, with- 
out any increase in the bore and stroke. 

When the swept volume of the engine is 
kept constant in this way, and power can only 
be increased by making it consume more air 


per minute, the air going in must be compres- 
sed. At the beginning, the supercharger pro- 
vided a boost of 2§lbs/sq.in. and at the end, 


an unbelievable 18 lbs. 

As every boy with a bicycle pump knows, 
compressing air makes it hot, and compres- 
sing great amounts of air all that much cre- 
ates a lot of heat, so an intercooler and later, 
a second (with a second compressor) was 
fitted. 

This took care of the very considerable 
cooling needed for "through the gate" opera - 
tion, when engines were pushed to the limit 
in aerial combat, or when they were required 
to perform under heavy load for long periods. 
However, Merlins were often asked to run for 
many hours of sustained cruising at the most 
economical speeds; then they were too cool. 
The result - plug fouling from the "leaded" 
fuels which were the only kind then available 
with the necessary burning characteristics, and 
hence aircraft were lost needlessly over Europe. 
The cure - to "rev up" the engines periodical- 
ly. Then extreme range targets could not be 
reached with enough fuel to come home. 

This led to a rather feverish investigation 
and it was decided to connect the intercoolers 
with the sealed coolant systems which was 
thermo~statically controlled. This did not 
permit the air to become so cool that it could 
allow lead to condense on the plug points. 

Superchargers must run faster at higher al- 
titudes to cope with the thinner air. In the 
later Marks of the engine this was taken care 
of automatically and one can imagine pilots 
being more than somewhat grateful for this 
innovation. 

Rolls-Royce began making liquid cooled 
engines in the very early days and continued 
with them longer than most, all of their pro- 
duction engines being of this kind and there 
is no doubt that in the Merlin this type found 
its ultimate expression. It was directly devel- 
oped from the Kestrel and 'R' engines which 
Sir Henry Royce designed in the last years of 
his life. The first Merlin and the first Phan- 
tom III appeared in the same year, 1936, so it 
is not surprising that they are alike in many 
Tespects. By sealing the coolant systems of 
both , using Glycol with an inhibitor, it is pos- 
sible to run at a higher temperature and to 
protect the engine from freezing of the cool- 
ant and from corrosion. 

I wonder if, at some future meeting of the 
Club, preferably at a Federal Rally, a Merlin 
Engine could be displayed and Jack Vidler could 
talk to us about it. 


PATRICK & JOHN. More of their Travels. 


Patrick from Quetta: 5500 feet up - dry, cold 
at night, sunny by day. The original Quetta 
was destroyed in two seconds on 31 May, 1935, 
by an earthquake which killed 23,000. Pre- 
viously an important British garrison town, 
there are still army installations everywhere 
with thousands of soldiers in training. Ex- 
tremely pleasant people, a happy lot who fall 
over themselves to be friendly and helpful. 

I have torn about all over the place ona 
bicycle; am saddle sore and weary. Tomor- 
row we cross into Persia. 

The roads in Afghanistan are incredible; 
built by the Russians and like billiard tables. 
After two hectic days in Kabul, we did not 
succeed in seeing the royal Rolls-Royces. On 
a bus south of Salika in Greece on 4 Nov. 67 
on the difficulties of writing whilst on a two- 
month bus trip: ... You see, most of the 
stops are for the night only and we arrive any- 
where between 4-ish and midnight, usually 
about 6. Then we have to get our gear into 
hotel rooms, clean up and then sally forth to 
see what there is to be seen and to shop for 
next day's lunch, have dinner etc. I also 
have the daily job of washing my things. We 
usually leave 0800, 3 times at 0700, and once 
at 0900 (which was after a midnight arrival). 


In the Ritz Hotel Thessalonika: We have been 
to the cinema to see the "Taming of the Shrew". 
T bought one of the girls coffee on the way 
home and thus used up the last of my drachma. 
No matter, we cross into Jugoslavia before 
lunch. Greece is a pleasant land, though ex- 
pensive to eat in. Athens is huge - over two 
million people. 

One thing I didn't know was that the 
Athens Acropolis stood intact for 17 centuries 
and has only been in ruins for about 4. It 
appears that the Ottomans when in power used 
it as a Mosque and an arsenal. An unlucky 
shot from the attacking Venetians, fired from 
a nearby hill penetrated to the gunpowder. 

{t must have been one hell of a bang because 
he devastation is very widespread. 


Tesi 
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In London after some letters which went astray 
en route: Huve had an interesting time with 
Cdr Keller who runs a firm called Paddon 
Bros. I have been extracting information 
from the books which have been kept by the 
firm for forty years on the Twenties they have 
sold - 45] in all. The total of all Rolls- 
Royce they have sold would be over 3,000. 
fam loving being home again. Just to 
be HERE is to me wonderful. Simply to 
walk about and look at London, which has 
changed - but not so much as I had been led 
to believe is not only meat and drink to me 
but a sort of heady wine. 

John Fasal has bought another Twenty. 
This time it is a shooting brake of uncertain 
origin. 1926 and not too bad at all and we 
are working together on restoration work. 
Runs quite well. 

There has been a heavy snowfall, an abso- 
lutely white world, incredibly beautiful and 
much fun for those of us with time to appreci- 
ate it. Very little traffic. Huge delays to 
trains and traffic generally. When the thaw 
came there were extraordinary sounds during 
the night when huge lumps of snow fell off the 
road with loud thumps. 


A card, a very late arrival from Iran, dated 
19 Nov. 67: In an almost brand new MOTEL! 
In a mountain pass 5000 feet up between two 
enormous rock walls 300 yards apart. Right 
up the north west comer of Iran, 15 miles from 
the Turkish frontier and not much further from 
Russia. 


On 3rd March Patrick is in Wales at LLYN 
NEUADD, ABBEY CWMHIR, LLANDRINDOD 
WELLS , RADNORESHIRE. The name of his 
hosts was simpler - JONES. 
I've been working hard and loving every minute 
of it. 500 acres, 1200 sheep, 40 cattle. At 
this time they are hand fed with "cake", hay 
and straw, and also turnips at the rate of 5 cwt. 
a day and which are not easy to dig out of the 
frozen ground. 

It may be of interest that Mr. Jones sold 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan his PI when he was in 
Australia. 


I came down from London by bus: lovely 
towns, villages and fields - green fields, 
ploughed fields, fallow fields. Many trees and 
one forest at least on the way via Oxford, 
Cheltenham, Gloucester, Ross-on-Wye and 
Hereford. And half the price of the train. 

At the moment I find I have 66 letters to 
write. Stop Press! [ have a very small flat. 
Room and Kitchen, 2 floors up. Bathroom 2 
floors down. In Hampstead. 

Have tracked down two PII hearses in 
Wales. Owned by a young lady (a dealer!) 
who seems to have fallen in love with them. 
One is Victoria and the other is Albert. Vic- 
toria has a body of about the mid-20's, the 
other is only a chassis (Albert without clothes). 
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He is a bit damaged as he has (in their words) 
"written off" a lorry. "They" are the lady 
and her boy-friend aged 30 and 21 respective- 
ly. The girl lives in a charming and very old 
house and HE lives about a mile away - but 
there is much gossip. Ostensibly they are part- 
ners in the business (Patrick is inclined tu be 
scandalised it seems). As they buy lots of 

cars and then can't bear to part with them, 
they probably won't stay in business for long. 


Have had a 3} day jaunt with John Fasal in 
his shooting brake. He is always buying bits 
off Twenties. It really is amazing how many 
R-R there are in the process of being scrapped 
or just lying about in the country. One chap 
tells us about an other and so it goes on. One 
was a man called F. Wade Palmer of Romsey 
in Hants. He has about a hundred cars rot- 
ting and rusting in the open. T counted [7 R-R 
and 3 Bentleys. Rain rustins instmiments, 
bodies falling apart, doors and windows open. 
Terribly depressing. 

At this point Patrick had dysentery for four 
days. Then he went across to Bolney to see 
the Stanley Sears collection. The cars are 
in heated garages, all on stands and in superb 
order. Mr. Sears lives in Bermuda and the 
house and grounds have been sold. A son who 
lives elsewhere is in charge. 


Patrick discovered a HUGE stately home 
which had been divided into 21 apartments. 
This was more meat and good red wine to him 
as all Victorians would know. He has divided 
some stately homes himself. He says - instead 
of the more usual way, it has been divided 
vertically so that each owner has two or three 
floors. "A singularly happy way of preserving 
one of the stately homes". One should men- 
tion that they have done fantastic things to 
the grounds too. 


At this point Patrick deduced that about half 
a dozen letters he had sent to Australia had 
not arrived and that this included a long one 
describing his joummey from Kathmandu to 
Bombay. So - back to India and the 6th 
October. {t was a fascinating mixed-up 

trip due to misleading information, forgot- 
ten promises and missed connections, but at 
least Patrick "saw the cars" 

(1) 1920 Silver Ghost ch. no 102 AE with a 
fairly attractive and rather rakish body built 
about 1930, French Motor Co. of Calcutta, 
(2) 1922 Silver Ghost ch. no. 19KG huge 7- 
passenger saloon, impressive not beautiful. 
Some coachbuilder. (3) 1925 Phantom I ch. 
no. IDRC "Hunting Lorry " by Windovers is 

a huge unpainted aluminium van excellently 
fitted for its purpose (Will get an article from 
Patrick on this vehicle - Ed.) A really de- 
lightful motor vehicle. 


Patrick slept that night in the Kalipur 
railway station rest room (the risks he took!) 
and 29 hours later, on Monday 9 Oct. was 
in Bombay 'v. dirty, hot and tired". 

And there we shall take leave of him. 


1920 SG 102AE Tourer - French Motor Co. 1922 SG 19KG 7-passenger saloon - French Motor Co. 


Below: cockpit of Ghost shown above Below: cockpit of Ghost shown above 
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JAMES KELSO. 

The President of the Victoria Branch from 1962 
to 196.; had an original way of dealing with 
problems. He smiled at them and they went 
away. This was Jim Kelso. 

He lays claim to being the only Past President 
who is still friendly with all the members, in- 
cluding Patrick. This is because he also smiles 
at people. He was President during the passage 
of the Bentley legislation. This has been des- 
cribed as a controversial measure which means 
that a large minority of his members were bit- 
terly opposed to it. 

He feels he is entitled to enduring fame as 
the President who framed the rules which made 
it illegal for him to continue in office. 


James Kelso. 


Jim began this life in 1930. In 1935 he was 
sent to Scotch where he stayed until 1947. If 
this didn't educate him, it made him the man 
he is today. Then, into the presumably Scotch 
firm of McPhersons Ltd. who make and purvey 
things for engineers in all States of Australia. 
Here he has held in succession such fine-sound- 
ing offices as: Foundry Metallurgist at Totten- 
ham, Vic., Consulting Metallurgist at Collins 
Street, Bolt Works Metallurgist at Richmond, 
Vic. At this point he took his technological 
know -how to the Sales side (he had meanwhile 
acquired a Diploma in Metallurgy): Metal 
Sales in Metals Division, Manager of Engineer 
Tools Department. He has now been made 
Marketing Manager for New South Wales based 
on Alexandria. So by the age of thirty eight, 
he has smiled his way into what appears to be a 
very important position. 


Quite early in life Jim smiled in the direction 
of Dorothy and in 1955 they were married. They 


have three daughters, Sally who is nine, Fiona 
who is seven and Amanda who is only five yet. 
Even the dog Mitzi is of the lady sex. 
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Also in 1955 he purchased his first car, a 
square-nosed 1926 Morris Cowley. Jim was 
proud of this and was slightly offended when he 
was asked to join an old.-car club. This be- 
came the Vintage Drivers Club in 1957 with Jim 
as its first President. He held this office for 
three years during which time the Club "went 
public", i.e. added Ltd. to its name, and its 
membership increased from 27 to over 200 and 
now exceeds 550. 

His second car was a huge and heavy Tipo 8 
Isotta Faschini, his next an Austin 7 which must 
have seemed like putting on Scottish trews by 
contrast. 

Then the first Rolls-Royce, a 1922 Twenty 
84K4 body by Spencer of Adelaide. Gavin 
Sandford~Morgan or was it his father? remem- 
bers it as a chassis at Motors Ltd. (his father, 
surely - Ed.). Jim restored it fully on the 
outside but it was what Terry Bruce describes as 
a "real Rolls-Royce: completely clapped out 
but still going". 

Then his present car, purchased in 1962, 
ex-A .M. Nicholas Phantom I 50 OR which 
must have been one of the last made in 1929. 
It was an enclosed Landaulette with deVille 
extension by Hoopers. Converted to an ambu- 
lance in the second world war it was used to 
convey troops to Burnham Beeches, one of 
the Nicholas Properties, which was used as a 
convalescent hospital. The modification 
was done by someone with a conscience - he 
had the grace to reverse the Hooper plates. 
The chassis is most complete and the only 
missing portions of the body are the rear hood 
and the section of the coachwork behind the 
rear quarter lights. 

The chassis restoration is virtually complete 
and as soon as Jim is settled in to his new posi- 
tion, he will resume working towards restoring 
the car to its former impressive body style. 

Over the years that our Club has been in 
existence, Jim Kelso has given much time and 
energy to it: in addition to being Victorian 
President, he was Federal President for 1966- 
67 and was on the Federal Council for the years 
1963, 4, 5S, and 6 and was Joint Editor of this 
magazine from 1965 to 1967. 

He says he is very grateful to Dorothy for 
being so tolerant while he was in office, and 
we, the members Jim worked for are very 
grateful to her for letting us have so much of 
Jim's time - and his smile. 


LATER ENTRIES FOR THE MILDURA RALLY 


Stanley Spackman 1964 SCIIT SDW 491 Saloon 
Terry Bruce 1954 Bentley BS48TN Park Ward 
Saloon 
Tom Barr-Smith 1965 Bentley Continental 
B02 XE Mulliner Saloon 
Bill Fagan 1939 PIII 3DLI08 Windover Saloon 


Lance O'Neil 1923 S.G. Barker Tourer 


es 
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ELIMINATING GREASE LEAK 
IN PHANTOM II FAN BEARINGS 
by Fred W. Buess. 
Fred W. Buess of Glendale California. 
Mr. Buess is an overseas member of the Vic- 
toria Branch of the Rolls-Royce Club of 
Australia. He is the owner of 


Six Silver Ghosts, three Phantom I's, one 
Phantom II and a Silver Dawn. 


When one has spent days and perhaps weeks 
cleaning everything under the bonnet it is 
most distressing to find that some gremlin is 
at work messing it up about as fast as you can 
clean. Such was the case with my car, PII 
2SK. I could not lubricate the fan bearings 
sufficiently because the felt washer in the re- 
tainer at the rear of the hub had lost what Lit- 
tle efficiency it may have once had and my 
engine compartment was being continually 
sprayed with grease. Ihave had considerable 
experience with the ineffectiveness of these 
felt seals on my Silver Ghosts which use them 
in the inner part of the rear wheel hubs. It 
became imperative to correct this condition 
on the Phantom II and I thought over several 
ways it might be accomplished: 

(1) Renew the felt and have the same leakage 
occur in several months, (2) Forget about 
greasing the bearings altogether. No! 

(3) Replace the original bearings with modern 
"sealed and lubricated for life" type. This 
sounded attractive, but I thought the effect of 
heat might be adverse, and they were alto- 
gether an untried entity, so I decided that 

(4) I would try to instal a more effective seal 
and continue to lubricate the bearings as the 
Manual states. 

I approached the task by locating a 
modern type grease seal which would fit the 
spindle and found that a Chicago Rawhide 
Manufacturing Company seal number 9840 
would do the job, so the next problem to be 
solved was to instal the seal in the end plate 
or retainer of the bearing hub. The original 
retainer is made of aluminium and a bit too 
thin to hold the seal without cutting through 
the back wall, so I approached my 3 foot 
South Bend lathe one evening with a scrap of 
3 inch diameter cold rolled steel about an 
inch thick and proceeded to turn up a new end 
plate with a longer projection on the rear 
which would place the seal at the correct lo- 
cation behind the bearing. These seals are 
designed to be pressed into place and I allowed 
a .002 - .003 interference fit in the inside 
diameter of the new retainer. The spindle 
where the seal rides was a bit rough so I turn- 
ed it up and polished it carefully. Lacking 
some essential parts to make my shaper opera- 
ble and not having access to a milling machine 
I made the serrations on the new retainer by 
hand with files so that it would be more in 
keeping with Rolls-Royce standards of appear- 
ance. Of course like most modern devices 
these seals will probably not last more than a 
few years at best, but they will certainly work 
efficiently during their lifetime. It may pay 


to have an extra one or two on hand in case 
the size becomes obsolete if one plans to keep 
his car indefinitely. I will be most happy to 
supply them to anyone contemplating this 
little project. 


While the fan assembly was off the engine 
I decided to make a change which I had con- 
sidered for some time. Perhaps it may sur- 
prise some to learn that Phantom Twos (along 
with Silver Ghosts and Phantom Ones) have 
been known to throw fan blades, and about all 
one can hope for in such a case is that they 
come out through the bonnet instead of making 
a forward exit through the radiator matrix. 
The constant fear of this had decided me from 
the beginning to keep my car well under 60 
mph at all times, a thoroughly sensible deci- 
sion to be sure, however the ultimate goal to 
most enthusiasts is to have these cars capable 
to at least equal performance to new and such 
a limitation would be intolerable . It was wit. 
this thought in mind that I began to think of 
installing a different fan and quite by accident 
a Phantom III assembly came into my hands. 
This fan will fit the Phantom II hub with no 
alterations and is a much stronger unit than 
that of the earlier car. Experience has not 
yet shown if there is any gain or sacrifice in 
cooling efficiency. Perhaps a trip through 


the Sahara (or Death Valley) one day.... . 


New retainer with grease seal installed. 
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Completed assembly showing new retainer bolted 
in place. 


HOW THEY DO iT AT ROLLS-ROYCE 
by Iver Janes. 


During 1967, Iver Janes of Narrabri N.S.W., 
owner of PI 87RF undergoing restoration visited 
the Service Depot at Willesden and the factory 
at Crewe. He has written of these and some 
experiences in America. For the present, we 
shall share with him his impressions of Crewe. 

Of the 4,500 who work at Crewe, only a 
comparative few work at making the motorcars, 
but they are the fussiest motorcar makers in the 
world combining infinite patience with superb 
craftsmanship. 

Each car is especially made for its future 
owner and as soon as it is recognisable, as a 
car, it has its purchaser's name placed on it. 

It also carries a history and progress sheet which 
each workman signs as he completes his portion. 
They are built on an assembly line which has 


been described as the slowest in the world. There 


is a delay of about eighteen months from the 
order to delivery and it takes something like 
four months from start to finish of a particular 
car, and some of its components have been 
made well before this. 

The Phantom V is the only Rolls-Royce still 
erected on a chassis, and is still therefore built 
in the old traditional way. The same team of 
three men work on it from the start until it is 
delivered to the specialist coach builders. The 
rate of production is about fifty a year. The 
one I saw belonged to the Australian Govern- 
ment, and when I asked the cost, I was told, 
"Possibly fifteen totwenty thousand pounds, 
depending on the coachwork."' This was ster- 
ling and at the time was equivalent to $37,500 
to $50, 000. 

Rolls-Royce have always been known for 
their ingenious and painstaking testing - in 
fact it is doubtful if there is a possible check 
which is not done. I was shown a shaft from a 
gearbox which had failed the magnetic crack 
detection test. It had been kept as a curiosity 
because it was the only one in seven thousand 
which had not passed. Some parts are accurate 
to one twenty-thousandth of an inch, and in 
the matt, oil retaining finish of the bores, they 


worry about microns. 

The engines are gently run in on the bench, 
the fuel being town gas because it does not wash 
the oil off the cylinder bores. It was explained 
that this has an octane rating differing from 
that for which the engine was designed, so 
there is a slight vibration. This can be felt, 
but I am sure it was less than would be felt in 
any other engine enjoying ideal conditions. 

On petrol under full load of 245bhp at 4500rpm , 
a coin will stay on edge on the engine while 
speed and load are varied. 

All engines have a final check with exhaust 
manifolds off, (eight engines at a time) so that 
the evenness and colour of the exhaust flames 
may be observed. When up to a dozen of the 
6S5Ohp tank engines are wide open in this test, 
the noise level is very high indeed. 

The Silver Shadow has no chassis frame, so 
the whole car is built up together, engine, 
body and mechanicals. The body panels come 
from a subsidiary of the British Motor Corpora- 
tion. When they arrive, they have solder fill 
in various places. This may bubble when the 
body is heated to 350°, so Rolls-Royce Ltd. 
remove all of it and men armed with a variety 
of torches and soldering irons replace it with 
pure metal which is placed without any flux 
aityallilts 

Two sub-frames are built up on jigs, one 
for the engine and front end, the other for the 
rear transmission assemblies. Each carries its 
share of the suspension. These are mounted 
on another large jig, so that they and all sub- 
sequent parts are placed with very great accur- 
acy. Sections of the complex of hydraulic 
and electric systems are installed in the vari- 
ous sections before they are placed on the 
jig. To avoid holes through the bulkhead, 
electrical connections are made with plug-and- 
socket assemblies. The only holes are for the 
accelerator and brake controls and so the body 
is virtually airtight. The hydraulic systems 
for the steering, brakes and car-levelling 
work at 2500psi - except cars going to France 
where the law requires that they be reduced to 
2000 psi - why only the French know! 

To ensure silence, the hollow steel box- 
frames are filled with foam plastic which pre- 
vents drumming. 

The man making instrument panels is an 
artist. He said his method was "to get a pic- 
ture in mind", then he selects veneer to pro- 
duce it. The two sides of the panel are mir- 
ror images and no two panels are identical. 

The upholstery is the best available leather 
over foam padding. Much of this work is done 
by women - who are just as fussy as the men. 

I saw one piece rejected because the seam 
was One sixteenth of an inch out when it was 
checked with a straightedge "which would re- 
sult in a bad join at the corner". 

Oh - they have done something about that 
ticking clock. The new electric one is quite 
silent. 

There is a new convertible model on the 
way which I did not officially 'see'. It is a 
delightful car. 
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THE SPIRIT OF ECSTACY 


In the early days, Rolls-Royce gave a booklet 
entitled "Accessories" to each person who bought 
one of their cars. In this it was explained that 
the Company did not manufacture accessories 
but that those described therein were "recom- 
mended as suitable for Rolls-Royce cars". There 
were lots of other gadgets you'd love if you could 
see them there was a "hom with a deep dignified 
note" and Lord knows what besides. 

The first to be pictured and rightly so is the 
approved Rolls-Royce mascot, the Spirit of Ecs- 
tacy with the rather nice explanation that the 
graceful little goddess has alighted on the prow 
of the Rolls-Royce to revel in its qualities of 
smooth and noiseless progression. 

She is indeed a delightful little figure and no 
Rolls-Royce ever seems to look right without 
her, so it may be something of a shock to many 
to be told that she nearly did not come into ex- 
istence at all. As we shall see, the artist sub- 
mitted a design so bad that if it had been accept- 
ed, it would not have survived the first few years, 
much less unti] the present day. Fortunately he 
was sent back to try again. 

The history of her creation is fairly well 
known. Towards the end of 1910, Claude Johnson 
who was in many ways the presiding genius of 
Rolls-Royce decided to do something positive 
about the heavy and cumbersome mascots which 
owners were placing upon their radiator caps in 
spite of the Company's expressed disapproval. 
He approached Charles Sykes to make a suitable 
emblem. 

Why Sykes? He was staff artist for the "Car 
Illustrated" which was edited and published by 
John Scott-Montagu M.P. son and heir of Lord 
Montugu of Beaulieu, and incidentally, the 
grandson of a Duke, the Sth of Buccleuch and 
Queensbury. This was an excellent magazine, 
printed on heavy high gloss paper and it was 
largely devoted to the motoring activities of 
the nobility and gentry. Its excellent photo- 
graphs of contemporary cars make it a prized 
possession of those interested in oJd cars and 
their correct restoration. Some of the poorest 
things in it were the drawings by Charles Sykes 
to illustrate a seemingly endless serial story 
called the "Motor Pirate". So why choose him? 

In 1903 the Gordon Bennett international mo- 
tor race was held in Ireland. At this time 
Claude Johnson was Secretary of the British Au- 
tomobile Club and he was closely associated 
with the organisation of the race. Scott- 
Montugu gave a trophy for the winning team and 
it is said that Claude Johnson remembered the 
female figure on this trophy which he consider- 
ed to "have possibilities".- It has been since re- 
marked that there are marked similarities be- 
tween it andthe "Spirit". This would not be 
surprising as they are both the work of Sykes 
and the same lady posed for both, but it is not 
easy to be sure these similarities really do exist 
as on the Trophy she is standing bolt upright in 
a weightlifting pose without a stitch on. As 
may be seen from our page of pictures, what she 
is lifting is a small but obviously heavy veteran 
Tacing car. It is equipped with wings but they 


do not seem to be doing much to help. 

Better, much better is another full-length 
nude that Sykes made of her as a "bacchante". 
This is very fine and shows that Sykes was thor- 
oughly familiar with her anatomy. She also 
worked for Scott-Montagu at "Car Illustrated" 
and one wonders whether she spent her spare 
time taking off her clothes for her fellow worker. 

We are told that Sykes pondered, and that in- 
spiration came when he was riding in the front 
seat of the Montagu Silver Ghost. If this in- 
spiration were our dear Lady, this would be a 
delightful thought, but as it happens it was an 
allegorical figure to represent "Silence" - his 
fellow worker in untidily wind-blown drapery 
with her hand cupped behind her ear straining 
to catch the sound of the engine. It's true: 

The tigure is preserved at Beaulieu. It was 
greatly prized by John Scott-Montagu and we are 
told it was worn on every Rolls-Royce he ever 
owned. Two views of it are shown on our page 
of pictures. F 

It is remarkable, and we Owners would say 
very fortunate that the same artist was able , 
immediately, to produce the figure we know, 
admire and love. It is intriguing to conjecture 
how much say his late Lordship had in "Whisper" 
and how much Claude Johnson had in the Spirit 
of Ecstacy. 

The model, Miss Eleanor Thornton was Lord 
Montagu's secretary, and as the present Lord 
Montagu has said, much more than that. She 
was his life-long friend who brought efficiency 
into his professional life and serenity into his 
private life. However, during their long asso- 
ciation she acted with consumate dignity and re- 
lationships with the ailing Lady Montagu were 
never allowed to degenerate. Sad to relate she 
did not long survive the creation of the mas- 
cot. In the winter of 1915 she was accompany - 
ing Lord Montagu back to India in the s.s. 
"Persia'' when it was torpedoed off Crete and 
sank in a few minutes. She was drowned. He 
supported by a newly invented inflatable life - 
jacket was rescued after being deemed lost. 
When he returned to London he had the peculiar 
pleasure of reading his own obituaries. 

The Company, which we may presume to 
mean Claude Johnson approved the mascot on 6 
February 1911. This date was engraved or stamp- 
ed on each one produced by Sykes until January 
25, 1934. At this date the design was changed 
to the unfortunate "kneeling Lady" and this new 
date was stamped on her. Not all kneeling mas- 
cots were made by Sykes however, and it is pos- 
sible to identify those which were by this date 
on the base, but it is only really necessary to 
glance at the drapery: Sykes' is competent, 
the others are awful. 

The standing figure was awarded a Gold 
Medal first prize by "L'Auto" in 1911. Some as- 
tonishing things received gold medals in those 
days, but this award seems merited for it is cer- 
tainly the most satisfactory of car emblems, 
and considered purely as sculpture it has a great 
deal of merit. Its silhouette from all angles is 
satisfactory. As an expression in metal of "a 
spirit of silent movement alighting" it could 
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scarcely be bettered. Only the face is unsatis- 
factory being too large, especially the chin 

and it is not at all delicately modelled. A photo- 
graph exists which shows that Miss Thornton did 
rather look like this, but after all it is a spirit 
and if the artist could take liberties with her 
figure, surely, he could have done something 

for her face. 

It is strange to think that the man who created 
this figure also made the atrocious "Whisper". 

It is also hard to believe that Sykes really made 
the well-known line drawing of the mascot which 
bears his signature. This is an elaborate piece 
of "doddling", meritorious as a book decoration 
but not a sculptor's drawing. Their concem with 
solid form shows in their drawings and not much 
shows in this. However, it is far better than the 
pathetic drawings in "Car Illustrated". There 
is an enigma here. 

Most people would know that Sykes cast 
these figures by the lost-wax process, and it ap- 
pears that he had a little factory where he cast 
the wax patterns assisted by his daughter. These 
would be cast by pouring hot wax into a mould, 
and over the years, it appears he must have made 
a number of new moulds and these differed con- 
siderably from each other. He also worked on 
the wax patterns quite considerably, probably 
to restore defects in the casting. The result is 
that no two Sykes mascots seem exactly alike and 
at times the differences are so great that Owners 
have argued about which are authentic. 

He signed each wax separately by scratching 
his name into the base. When finished the wax 
pattern would be encased in a thick layer of 
special heat resisting plaster or fire-clay which 
would be made very hot to burn out the wax. 
This would leave a cavity exactly the size and 
shape of the wax pattern and this would be filled 
by pouring in molten metal. When this is coo] 
the plaster is chipped away and lo! there is a 
metal replica of the wax pattem. This is really 
a difficult and time consuming process and it 
does not seem to be recorded if he cast his own 
metal. 

The largest Flying Lady is 22 inches high. 
Clearly she was never meant to alight on the 
prow of anybody's Rolls-Royce. She was made 
in bronze to grace the Conduit Street showrooms. 
Probably this is the size of Sykes' original model. 
A replica in chromium plated plastic exists in 
Australia. 

The smallest is only 23 inches high and 
stands on an ashtray. This may sometimes be 
seen in Rolls-Royce dealers' offices. Members 
may have heard that Jack Vidler had one of these 
stolen recently. The Silver Ghost and most other 
40/50 cars had a 7 inch one. The Twenty hada 
dainty Spirit 43 inches high. 

In 1934 some misguided person at Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. had Sykes design the kneeling figure. This 
is 34 inches high. It looks as if, in alighting she 
had misjudged her approach and landed painfully: 
and inelegantly on her knees. When Sykes made 
them they were redeemed by his capable model- 
ling. When they began to be cast in stainless 
steel in 1948, the man who made the mould had 
no aesthetic ability and he succeeded in making 
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"Marvellous engineering, beautiful shape oe 
all spoiled by that dame in a nightgown. ' 


her look as if she had been draped in wet cor- 
rugated cardboard. 

Since 1956 she has been placed on her feet 
again, cast in stainless steel by Rolls-Royce Ltd. 
and praise be, her modelling is quite perfect 
again. She is now 5 inches high but is more del- 
icate than this suggests because her wings (which 
of course are her drapes billowing back from her 
arms) are now set unusually high. It is slightly 
spoiled by this which makes it look as if her arms 
are rather painfully wrenched in their sockets 
though this does help to make it seem as if she 
has been caught at the very moment of alight- 
ing from the air. This fault, if fault it be, is 
to be preferred to the opposite where her arms 
are straight out behind her. Then she looks as 
if she is engaged in taking off a waistcoat while 
suffering from a severe backache (top right of 
our pictures). 

The Spirit of Ecstacy has been cast in vari- 
ous metals. It is supposed by the ignorant to be 
pure silver and hence worthy to be stolen from 
any Rolls-Royce found unattended. It is pos- 
sible that some were cast in silver as there seems 
to be no reason to assume that Sykes would re- 
fuse to do this for someone sufficiently eccen- 
tric - or an Indian Prince. However, sad to re- 
late, most of their Highnesses seem to have dis- 
carded his creation and had an emblem of their 
own made to fit all of their cars. 

Metals actually used have included nickel, 

a copper nickel alloy called German silver, 
bronze, zinc bronze and nickel bronze. The 
bronze coloured ones were plated with nickel 

or silver except a few which were left "natural" 
to match brass radiators on some early Silver 
Ghost cars. The kneeling figures were chrom- 
ium plated bronze prior to 1948. 

In recent years the small standing Ladies for 
Clouds and Shadows have been cast by Rolls- 
Royce themselves in stainless steel. They are 
made by some of the most expert lost wax cast- 
ers the world has ever seen, those who make the 
turbine blades for Rolls-Royce jet engines. Visi- 
tors to the Works sometimes come away with wax 
Spirits of Ecstacy still warm from the mould. 

It is nice to think that Rolls-Royce technology 
has solved the problem of making perfect casts 
of the Sykes model, making them so easily that 
they may be so casually given away, and then 
reproducing them in stainless steel - not an easy 
metal to cast. Those who have tried to make 

a replica of a Flying Lady will have a wry ap- 
preciation of this feat. 
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THE UN-SPRIGHTLY EFFECT WHEN HER ARMS ARE 
~ SERAIGHT OUT . 
, BEHIND HER. 


A WEIGHTLIFTING 
TROPHY? 

NO. 
THE 
MONTAGU PRIZE 
FOR THE IRISH 
GORDON BENNETT 
RACE 


—By SYKES 


VHE BEAUTIFUL SYKES “BACCHANTE” OF MISS THORNTON. 


re THE UNHAPPY KNEELING LADY. 
SYKES’ INEPT FIRST MODEL FOR THE ROLLS-ROYCE MASCOT. 


